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wood and brick ; and important trading towns
were established in many parts of the cdhntry.
London became a famous business mart, a
large woollen manufactory was set up at
Winchester for supplying cloth to the army of
occupation; and at York, Chester, Exeter,
Canterbury, Rochester, Dover, and Rich-
borough a considerable commerce was carried
on.

During the whole period of the Roman occupa-
tion the industrial condition of England was
progressive. It was, however, a period of
many changes. Rome was in decay. The
greatest empire the world had known was
tottering to its fall, and over the whole continent
of Europe the clang and clash of battle pre-
vailed. Meanwhile Britain, happy in its insular
position, was cultivating that genius for trade
and commerce which was ultimately destined
to make it great among nations.

In those times Britain was a large exporter
of corn. The Emperor Julian, in 359, de-
spatched a fleet of eight hundred vessels to
England for corn for the colonies on the Upper
Rhine. Other agricultural produce, including
cattle, was also exported. The plough, the
flail, and the cattle-mill, and many other
agricultural appliances and methods had been
introduced ; and the islanders had improved
in the fabrication of wool; but exportation of
wool was then, and for many centuries later,
such an important item of the commercial
wealth of the country, and so easy to handle in
that form, that the manufacture of the fibre,
did not get the attention that was its due.